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A prominent figure in Cuban law and intellectual circles, Rodolfo works as a legal
advisor at Ddavalos Abogados. He is also a member of the Civil and Commercial
Arbitration Court (CIMA), president of the Cuban Court of International Commercial
Arbitration, and a member of the National Council of the Unién Nacional de Juristas de

Cuba (UNJC).

He is listed as a Senior Statesperson in the prestigious Chambers & Partners Latin

America legal directory.

Fducation
e 1965 - PhD, Law, University of Havana.

e Post-graduate studies:

o Theory of the State and Law (University of Havana, 1975)
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o Philosophy (University of Havana/MINJUS, 1975/76)
o Political Economy (University of Havana/MINJUS, 1975/76)

o  Minimum-PhD in Social Problems of Science and Technology

Professional Experience

Legal Advisor to the Ministry of Construction, Matanzas (1965-67)

Public Defender, Court of Matanzas (1965-1973)

Lawyer and director, Bufete Colectivo de Matanzas (1967-1975)

Provincial Representative of the Ministry of Justice in Matanzas (1970-1975)
Advisor to the Office of the Minister of Justice (1975-1976)

Lawyer (Advisor) to the Institute of Housing, People’s Republic of Angola
(1977-1998)

Legal Director of Foreign Construction (1977-1981)

Head of the Legal Department of the Unién de Empresas de Vivienda (1981-
83)

Head of the Legal Department, Ministry of Construction (1983-84)
Legal Director of the National Housing Institute (1984-1993)

Chief Legal Officer, CUBANACAN Group and CUBACAN Joint Venture
(1994-95)

Lawyer and director, Bufete Internacional law firm, Havana (1995-2000);

president of the firm from 1995 to 2004.
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e General Director of the joint venture CUBACAN, S.A. (1997 / until 2012)

e Advisor to the President of the joint ventures CUBACAN, S.A. and MIRAMAR,
S.A., from 2012 to the present.

Arbitration and Dispute Resolution Experience

Since 1992, he has served as an arbitrator at the Foreign Trade Arbitration Court
under the Chamber of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba, and since 2007, he has
presided over the Cuban Court of International Commercial Arbitration. His extensive
experience includes presiding over arbitration tribunals and serving as a panel arbitrator
in approximately 130 international commercial arbitration proceedings under the auspices
of the Cuban Court. In addition, he was an alternate arbitrator (2011-2014) and arbitrator
(2015-2021) at the ICC International Court of Arbitration, participating in multiple
arbitration proceedings both in this court and in other international forums, including ad
hoc arbitrations under UNCITRAL rules. He has served as counsel or litigator in several
international arbitrations and has mediated and conciliated in numerous ICC arbitration

proceedings.

International commercial experience and participation in legal proceedings

abroad

Rodolfo has advised on joint venture negotiations, international contracts,
arbitration, and litigation in 30 countries, including Germany, Brazil, Canada, Spain, the
United States, France, Italy, Mexico, the United Kingdom, and the People's Republic of
China. His notable experience includes participation in the legal team for the “Gonzdlez
vs. Reno” case in the Miami-Dade Federal Court in 2000, related to the kidnapping of
Cuban raft boy Elidn Gonzdlez. He has also been a member of legal teams and advised
on legal proceedings in courts in Spain, the United States, ltaly, Mexico, and the United

Kingdom.
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[eachino and academic experience
S

o Professor of Contract and Obligation Law, University of Havana, 1976.

o Professor of Economic Law, University of Havana School of Economics, 1983-

1984.

o Senior Professor (Chair) of Private International Law, University of Havana

School of Law, continuously since 1984.

o Senior Professor of Property Law at the University of Havana School of

Law,1988-1989.

» Senior Professor of Commercial Law at the University of Havana School of Law,

1999 and 2000.

o Professor and General Coordinator of the Havana Summer School of Private

International Law, 17 courses in 11 editions between 1998 and 2011.

o Tutor of undergraduate thesis and diploma projects at the University of Havana
School of Law on several occasions. President or member of the academic

panel on dozens of occasions.

o Professor of five postgraduate courses in private international law, commercial

law, and civil law at the University of Havana School of Law.

o Coordinator and postgraduate professor of eight courses in international
business law, taught in Havana, 1994, in coordination with the Autonomous

University of Madrid and the University of Havana School of Law.

» Coordinator and postgraduate professor of eight courses on real estate law,
taught by the National Housing Institute in coordination with the Faculty of Law

of the University of Havana School of Law.

o Professor and director of the Diploma program in International Business Law,

University of Havana School of Law, 2013.
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o Coordinator and Professor of a course on international business law, Chamber
of Commerce of the Republic of Cuba and University of Havana, 2022 and
2023.

Teaching abroad

» Visiting professor at 27 foreign universities in 12 countries in the Americas, Europe,
and Asia: Germany, Belgium, Spain, France, Portugal, the United States,
Argentina, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, the Dominican Republic, and the People's

Republic of China.

o Visiting professor, M.A. courses at the Complutense University of Madrid, Spain.
1999, 2002, 2003, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014,
2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, and 2022.

o Visiting professor, M.A. courses at the University of Granada, Spain, 1999 and
2002.

» Visiting professor at King Juan Carlos University, Madrid, Spain, regular courses
and M.A. and PhD programs: 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013,
2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, and 2018.

« Visiting professor, University of the Basque Country “Joint Ventures in a Globalized
World” course as part of the Borders, Sovereignty, Globalization, and International

Law Summer School, Vitoria, July 2003.

o Visiting professor, “International Contracting” postgraduate course, Paris X

University, Nanterre, Paris, France, April 2005.

o Visiting professor, Complutense University of Madrid School of Law, for the M.A.

program in International Business Law in Madrid, Panama, and the Dominican

Republic, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012, and 2013.
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« Visiting professor, M.A. program in International Relations, King Juan Carlos

University, 2015, 2016, and 2017.

o Visiting professor, M.A. program in International Business Law, University of

Barcelona, 2016.

Publications
Author of 15 books on law:

o £/ contrato internacional de construccién [International Construction Contracts]

Ed. MICONS, Cuba (1983).

o La ley General de la Vivienda [The General Housing Act], Ed. Ciencias Sociales,
Cuba (1990).

st

o Derecho Internacional Privado [International Private Law], 1% ed. Félix Varela,

Cuba, (1990).

o Las Empresas Mixtas: Regulacion Juridica [Joint Ventures: Legal Regulation],

Editorial Ciencias Sociales, Cuba (1993).

o Las Empresas Mixtas: Regulacién Juridica [Joint Ventures: Legal Regulation], 2™

and 3" editions, updated and expanded, IVERCAN CARIBE, Spain, 1994.

o FEstados Unidos vs. Cinco Héroes [The United States vs. Five Heroes], Ed. Capitdn
San Luis, Havana, Cuba, 2005.

o Fronteras y Contratos, Derecho aplicable al Contrato internacional [Borders and

Contracts, Law Applicable to International Contracts] Ed. Ciencias Sociales,

Havana, Cuba, 2006.

o Derecho Internacional Privado, Parfe General [International Private Law, General

Principles] 2™ ed. (updated and expanded), Félix Varela, Havana, Cuba, 2006.
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Derecho Internacional Privado, Parfe Especial [International Private Law, Specific

Cases] Ed. Félix Varela, Havana, Cuba, 2007.

Estados Unidos vs Cinco Héroes [The United States vs. Five Heroes] (expanded

and updated edition), Ed. Capitdn San Luis, Havana, 2010.

Arbitraje infernacional: retos y realidades [International Arbitration: Challenges
and Realities] Book of the Asociacién Andrés Bello de Juristas Franco

Latinoamericanos, Buenos Aires, Argentina, January 2010.
Embargo o Blogueo [Embargo or Blockade]. Ed. Capitan San Luis, Havana, 2012.

£l Arbitraje Comercial en lberoamérica [Commercial Arbitration in Ibero-Americal,

second updated edition., Ed. La Ley, Madrid, 2012.

Estudios Sobre Arbitraje En Cuba [Studies on Arbitration in Cuba], Ed. ONBC,
Havana. 2017.

Las sociedades mercantiles en el Caribe [Commercial Companies in the

Caribbean] Ed. ONBC, Havana, 2021.

publications abroad

La Regulacién Juridica del Contrato Internacional [The Legal Regulation of
International  Contracts], Anvario del IHLAD!, No. 16, Madrid, Spain, 2003, pp.
11-64.

Las Empresas Mixtas en un Mundo Globalizado [Joint Ventures in a Globalized

World] Editorial Universitaria, Basque Country, Spain, pp. 143-184.

El  Arbitraje  Comercial internacional en Cuba [International Commercial
Arbitration in Cuba] Revista de la Corfe Espariola de Arbitraje, Madrid, Spain,
2005.
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Lo verdadero y lo falso en la Lex Mercatoria [Lex Mercatoria, Truth and
Falsehoods] Anuvario de Derecho internacional privado de Esparia, 2006, pp.

1290 et seq.

El Arbitraje  Comercial Internacional: una perspectiva |beroamericana.
[International Commercial Arbitration: An lbero-American Perspective] Revista

espariola de Arbitraje, Madrid, Spain, 2008.

Book review of Professor José Carlos Ferndndez Rozas's £/ Arbitraje Comercial en
América Latina, Revista Espariola de Derecho Internacional (REDI) Madrid, Spain,

2009.

El  Arbitraje  Comercial internacional en Cuba [International Commercial

Arbitration in Cubal, Revista de la Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México

(UNAM), Mexico, 2010.

La proyectada Corte de Arbitraje de la OHADAC [The planned OHADAC Court
of Arbitration] Revista de Arbitraje Comercial e Inversiones, IPROLEX, Madrid,

Spain, January 2011.

El Arbitraje Comercial en Iberoamérica [Commercial Arbitration in Ibero-Americal]

A CUATRECASAS Law Firm publication, Ed. La Ley, Madrid, Spain, 2009.

Un lugar para el arbitraje en América latina [A Place for Arbitration in Latin
America] An OHADAC (Organization for the Harmonization of Business Law in the
Caribbean) publication, 2011.

El sistema cubano de Derecho internacional privado [The Cuban System of Private
International Law], chapter on Cuba from the book Derecho internacional privado
en América, in collaboration with Prof. José Carlos Ferndndez Rozas, Spain,

published by the Max Planck Institute in Hamburg, Germany, 2014.

Las relaciones de cooperacién entre las Cortes de Arbitraje [Cooperative relations
between arbitration courts], in Veinticinco Aros de Arbitraje en Esparia, book
commemorating the Civil and Commercial Arbitration Court (CIMA), Madrid,
2015, Spain, pp. 141-145.
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Other publications

Author of 32 focus pieces and dozens of articles on topics related to civil law,

public international law, private international law, and commercial law, including:

o "“El contrato de Plantas Completas” [Full Plant Contracts] Revista Juridica MINJUS,
1985; “La Aplicacién del Derecho Extranjero” [The Application of Foreign Law],
Revista Juridica MINJUS, 1986; “Las Normas complementarias de la Ley General
de la Vivienda” [The Complementary Provisions of the General Housing Act],
Revista Cubana de Derecho, 1987; “Régimen lJuridico de la Propiedad: La

Vivienda como bien de propiedad personal” [Property Law System: Housing as

Personal Property], Revista Juridica MINJUS, 1988; “Régimen juridico de la
vivienda” [Housing Law System|] Revista Cubana de Derecho, 1988; “La nueva Ley
General de la Vivienda” [The New General Housing Act], Revista Cubana de
Derecho, 1989; “Los Sistemas de Derecho Internacional Privado” [Systems of
International Private Law], Revista Juridica MINJUS, 1989; “Los derechos
Humanos en la Legislacién cubana” [Human Rights in Cuban Legislation], UNJC
edition, 1989; “La usucapién en la vivienda” [Adverse Possesion in Housing],
Revista Cubana de Derecho, 1992; “La Instrumentacién Juridica en la Empresa
Mixta” [Legal Instrumentation in Joint Ventures|, Revista Cubana de
Derecho,1994; “La Inversién Extranjera en Cuba” [Foreign Investment in Cubal],
MINTUR, Cuba, 1996; “La actuacién notarial en la inversién extranjera” [Notarial
Practice in Foreign Investment], MINJUS-UNJC, 1996; “Comercio exterior y
Derecho imperativo extranjero” [Foreign Trade and Binding Foreign Law], Revista
Cubana de Derecho, 1997; La extranjeria en Cuba: especial aplicacién a los
espafioles [Foreigners in Cuba: Special Application to Spaniards], La Corufia,
Spain, 1999; “La inversién extranjera en Cuba” [Foreign Investment in Cubqa],
Revista Habana Business, 1999/2000; “La ejecucidén de sentencia cubana en el
extranjero” [Enforcing Cuban Rulings Abroad], Revista Cubana de Derecho,

2000; “Sobre el Derecho del Turismo” [On Tourism Law], Revista Cubana de
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Derecho, 2001; “El llamado Juicio de los Espias” [The So-Called Spy Trial],
Revista Cubana de Derecho, 2002; “La Regulacién Juridica del Contrato
Internacional” [Legal Regulations of International Contracts], Revista Cubana de
Derecho, 2003. El Conflicto de Jurisdicciones o de Competencia Judicial
Internacional [Conflict of Jurisdictions or of International Legal Authority] Revista
Cubana de Derecho, No. 30, 2007. Foreword to Prof. Juan Mendoza Diaz’s
Arbitraje comercial internacional en Cuba, Ed. ONBC, Havana, Cuba, 2020.

o He has published some 200 newspaper articles on legal matters.

\ffiliations
o Arbitrator at the Civil and Commercial Arbitration Court of Madrid, Spain,
since March 2011 (listed as a foreign arbitrator).
o Arbitrator at the Shanghai International Arbitration Center since 2018.
o Full Arbitrator at CIETAC, Beijing, PRC, since September 1, 2022.
« President of the Sociedad Cubana de Derecho Mercantil.
o Member of the Sociedad Cubana de Derecho Internacional.

o Member of the Editorial Board of the Revista Cubana de Derecho, published

by the Unién Nacional de Juristas de Cuba.

o Full member of the Instituto Hispano Luso Americano de Derecho

Internacional (IHLADI), based in Spain.

o Honorary Member of the Asociacién Americana de Profesores de Derecho

Internacional Privado (ASADIP), based in Buenos Aires, Argentina.

o Member of the Committee of Experts of the Instituto Iberoamericano de

Derecho y Finanzas, Spain.
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Full Member of the Unién Nacional de Escritores y Artistas de Cuba
(UNEAC).

Instituto Hispano Luso Americano de Derecho Internacional.

Full Member, 19™ Congress, Lisbon, Portugal, September 1996.
Speaker at the 22" Congress, San Salvador, El Salvador, 2002.

Full Member of the 22™ Congress, San Salvador, El Salvador, 2002.

Director, Member of the Board of Directors, 23 Congress, Quito, Ecuador,

2004.

Speaker (Communication) at the 29" Congress, Lima, Peru, December

2016.

Rodolfo has received numerous awards and recognitions at scientific and
legal events sponsored by Cuban organizations and agencies, such as the
Ministry of Construction, the Ministry of Justice, the Unién Nacional de
Juristas de Cuba, and the University of Havana. In addition, he has received
nearly fifty awards, diplomas, and honors from foreign universities and

institutions, as well as seven Cuban honors.
Award for Scientific Work, University of Havana, 2005 and 2014.

Award from the Sociedad Cientifica de Derecho Mercantil of the Unién

Nacional de Juristas de Cuba, December 2006.
National Law Award, 2012.

Mallete Martiano Honors, the highest awarded by the Unién Nacional de
Juristas de Cuba, 2016.
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Languages

Spanish, English, and Portuguese.



